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God’s Single-Handed Salvation 
READ 1 Corinthians 1:25-31 

THIS IS WHAT THE SOVERIEGN LORD SAYS 
 
THE INTRODUCTION : I’m not sure about you, but in my world a lot has taken 
place in the last 2 weeks. Cyndie & I had a fantastic time at the Mockingbird Conference 
in NYCity which celebrated “10 Years of Grace”. I cannot wait to post the conference 
talks for you to enjoy and be richly blessed by. Came back and hit the road running in life 
& ministry, with a wedding highlight to marry off our dear brother Scott Higgins to his 
Kellyanne on May the fourth be with you. Earlier in the week I had the opportunity to 
present much of today’s message to a group of area pastor’s at the Common Ground 
Prayer & Share on Tuesday morning.  
The bulk of this message was beautifully unfolded the past 2 weeks by our dear brothers 
Mark Soucy & David Monson. Thank you brothers for making much of Jesus, our 
Treasure and our only hope from beginning, through every one of life’s fiercest trials & 
storms, to that very place of eternal, jaw-dropping rest & peace. Great is our God, and 
Great is His Faithfulness! And this is so, because of His Single-Handed Salvation. And it 
is to this that I’d like to call your attention for just a few fleeting moments…  
 
THE BIG IDEA : Every good work of ours, every impulse for our obedience, every longing 
to yield to God, every desire to submit to God, and every inclination of our love for God is 
birthed, rooted, grounded, created and sustained by the ultimate work, obedience, yielding, 
submission and love for God that is found flawlessly in Jesus Christ! We celebrate His 
performance, not ours! We are such needy people who have been radically smitten by the 
grace of God! 
1 Corinthians 1:25-31 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. (26) Brothers, think of what you were 
when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. (27) But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
(28) He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that 
are not--to nullify the things that are, (29) so that no one may boast before him. (30) It 
is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-
-that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. (31) Therefore, as it is written: 
"Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 

• This grace was faithfully proclaimed from this pulpit, through Mark & Dave. 
• This grace was heralded throughout the 28 Mockingbird Conference speakers, 

even through the Great McNeillio, the conference magician! 
• This amazing grace, undeserved kindness, was poured out from the heart of a 

groom to His bride, and all in attendance at their wedding! 
• Tweets announced the shock of God’s love to underserving sinners: “The scandal 

of the gospel is that a very good God loves very bad people so much so he takes their 
badness and gives to them his goodness.” -Peter Ouda 
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Genesis 3:14-21 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 
"Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your 
belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. (15) And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and you will strike his heel." (16) To the woman he said, "I will 
greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." (17) To Adam he said, 
"Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 
'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you 
will eat of it all the days of your life. (18) It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and 
you will eat the plants of the field. (19) By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust 
you will return." (20) Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother 
of all the living. (21) The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his 
wife and clothed them. 
 
Here we see divine judgment. Divine judgment that is JUST! 
 
In this outpouring of the Hound of Heaven distributing what is deserved, we see the tragic 
announcements of rebelling against the LORD God. And IT. IS. NOT. PRETTY! 
 
In the onslaught of judgment upon judgment here there appears a glimmer of hope for the human 
race, but none for the angelic being disguised as a lowly, crafty serpent. 
 
The glimmer of hope comes in the form of a PROMISE & an ACTION. 
 
Yet, of note, is that the PROMISE & ACTION (PROVISION=PROPITIATION) are both of 
God’s doing: 

• God’s PROMISE to crush the serpents head through the woman’s offsprings’ bruising of 
the heel. 

• God’s PROVISION/PROPITATION to make, and clothe the first guilty couple. 
 
In a word, God saves “SINGLE-HANDEDly”. 
 
And how sweet is His single-handed salvation when you & I  exhaust all our self-salvation 
projects? What a relief is the love, forgiveness & pardon of sin to those acutely aware of such 
malady? 
 
2 Kings 19:19 Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on 
earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God." 
2 Chronicles 6:30 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive, and deal with 
each man according to all he does, since you know his heart (for you alone know the 
hearts of men), 
Nehemiah 9:6 You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in 
them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you. 
Job 23:13 "But he stands alone, and who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases. 
Psalms 4:8 I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in 
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safety. 
Psalms 136:4 to him who alone does great wonders, His love endures forever. 
Isaiah 37:20 Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on 
earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God." 
Mark 10:18 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--except God 
alone. 
Revelation 15:4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you 
alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts 
have been revealed." 

• Jesus came into this world alone 
• He alone lived a sinless life 
• He alone died on the cross as a sufficient substitutionary sacrifice 
• He alone rose from the dead 
• He alone rules and reigns forever. 
• He alone saves. And He alone saves sinners! 

 
Paul’s way of being a mockingbird: Galatians 2:15-16  
"We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners'  

1. (16) know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ.  

2. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by observing the law,  

3. because by observing the law no one will be justified. 
 
IT. IS. FINISHED! 
All alone by Jesus, FOR us! From start to finish. He is our righteousness, sanctification & 
redemption (1 Cor 1:30)  
 
Every good work of ours, every impulse for our obedience, our yielding, our submission, our 
love for God is birthed, rooted, grounded, created and sustained by the ultimate work, obedience, 
yielding, submission and love for God that is found flawlessly in Jesus Christ! 
We celebrate His performance, not ours! 

“The Reformation was a time when men went blind, staggering drunk because they had 
discovered, in the dusty basement of late medievalism, a whole cellar full of fifteen-
hundred-year-old, two-hundred proof Grace–bottle after bottle of pure distillate of 
Scripture, one sip of which would convince anyone that God saves us single-handedly. 
The word of the Gospel–after all those centuries of trying to lift yourself into heaven by 
worrying about the perfection of your bootstraps–suddenly turned out to be a flat 
announcement that the saved were home before they started . . . .                                  
Grace has to be drunk straight: no water, no ice, and certainly no ginger ale; neither 
goodness, nor badness, not the flowers that bloom in the spring of super spirituality could 
be allowed to enter into the case.” 

Robert Capon, Between Noon & Three (Eerdmans, 1997), 109-110 


